Systems/E-Government Committee Meeting

Minutes from November 14, 2003


Administrative Items
Attendees: See attached list.

The following items were distributed:

· Minutes from the October 10th meeting 

· Agenda for November 14th meeting 

· Sign–in sheet

· Status update on JFMIP Requirements documents

· IAE Bulletin No. 5 “BPN: Linking the CFO Community and IAE” dated 10/21/03

· "Defining agency CFO roles and Responsibilities in the series of e-Gov

 Initiatives" by C. Simpson.

Working groups - Wendy Snow of USDA agreed to work with Chris Simpson of DOE and the group responsible for “Defining CFO roles and responsibilities in the e-gov initiatives”.  A statement was made that sub group members do not necessarily have to physically meet and that teleconferencing worked well for one of the groups. 

Meeting Summary

Teresa Sorrenti, GSA’s Program manager for the Integrated Acquisition Environment (IAE) presented a briefing that provided an overview of the IAE initiative (a project within the “Internal Efficiency and effectiveness Portfolio” E-Gov initiative) and the current status on a major component of IAE, the 
Central Contractor Registration (CCR).  (Note: A copy of the slideshow was electronically distributed after the meeting.)

Key points of presentation:

· Federal Supply Service is the lead agency for the IAE project and the Federal Acquisition Council is the sponsor for E-Gov shared services procurement.

· A vision for the Business Partner Network (BPN) was issued.  OMB memo October 7, 2002 gave the overall vision for BPN:

· An expanded CCR – grantees and agencies

· Mandatory registration 

· Vendors are responsible to keep data accurate

· BPN will be the source of data for FPDS-NG and IGT

· The FAR was updated effective October 2003 to require future and existing contracts to contain a clause that the contractor must use the CCR.

· A key field of the CCR is the DUNS number.  When a vendor has more than one EFT account then the DUNS “Plus 4” is used.

· The CCR is primarily for vendors not agencies.  In accordance with OMB Memorandum M-03-01 Federal agencies must register with the Federal Agency Registration (FedReg).  The level of registration is up to each agency but at a minimum, this registration must be at the major component level.

· CCR is working with Dunn and Bradstreet to develop capability to identify parent organizations so “roll-ups” can be done.  This will facilitate agencies’ ability to identify all contracts associated with a single organization. 

· The CCR will also provide acquisition related information using the Austin Tetra number, which is used commonly by the banking industry.  This will provide social/demographic type information about vendors (purchase card holders).

· CCR did a survey which included the Procurement and CFO communities.  The results of the survey are included in the slides.  A statement was made that of those in the financial community that have responded to the survey, 16 percent of are in advanced stages of CCR data utilization.

A committee member asked whether smaller agencies (or agencies that do not have a large amount of vendor records) would have the capability to query or extract certain records from the CRR as opposed to extracting all CCR records or all updated CCR records from the CCR, and whether the extract can be submitted in a bulk request.  Ms. Sorrenti stated that CCR is working on developing expanded query and extract capabilities, which is planned for January 2004.  Currently, agencies will be able to extract specific records but the output from CCR will be on an individual record basis. 

As a follow-up to the information presented on the survey noted above, Ms. Alderman asked whether GSA could provide the committee with more detailed information regarding which agencies responded to the survey and the designated points of contact.  Ms. Sorrenti stated she would look into getting that information to the committee and departed.

Following the presentation a discussion took place concerning agencies that have actually started using the CCR and what kind of experiences were involved.  

One committee member made the observation that the CFO community needs to be more proactively involved with the CCR project and IAE initiative.  He added that the CFO community should provide input to the control boards on these projects.  In addition this attendee suggested that agencies should review their memorandums of understanding (MOUs) that are in place with GSA since there is a cost of using the CCR.

One attendee stated that their agency was one of the few who had actually tried to use CCR data and described their experience.  They had downloaded information from the CCR and performed a data match against their vendor table that contains about 30,000 vendor records.  Results of the match showed a hit rate of less than 1 percent (direct match of data).  This agency representative stated that the process is not a simple plug and play approach.  Their process involved importing the CCR data into a staging area then cleansing the data in order to update their vendor tables. 

Another attendee stated that the CCR requirements seem to change frequently.  Another attendee stated that they have begun investigating developing an interface to the CCR system and that they estimate it will cost about $250,000 to develop the interface. This member asked whether any other agencies who may have had some success in developing an interface to the CCR could share information on the process, such as file layout and key data information.   

A suggestion was made to draft a letter from the committee to the CCR representing concerns on the mandatory use of CCR and the current implementation plan.

ACTION ITEMS:

1. Request list of agencies with points of contact that have returned the CCR survey.  

2. Provide GSA with Committee roster for information distribution purposes.

3. Discuss a Committee response to IAE Program Manager.

4. Agenda for next meeting (Dec. 5th) may be altered to allow continuing discussion on this subject.

5. The group members, starting with Wendy Snow of USDA, will share meeting notes and minutes.  We will continue to rotate this responsibility by agency in alphabetical order.  List with dates will be forthcoming.
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